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"THE following Parzx was written in July 1775, 
with an intention to be publiſhed. But, from a 
motive unneceſſary to be now mentioned, it was at 
that time ſuppreſſed ; only one copy of it in manu- 
ſcript having been communicated to a Nobleman who 
was deeply intereſted in the queſtion. 

As the buſineſs is now reſumed with much keen- 
neſs, the Writer of the following Remarks ventures 
to ſubmit them to the Public at large but in a 
more particular manner to the Edinburgh Committee, 
and to Sir James Grant of Grant, their Chairman, for - 
whom the Author entertains the moſt perſett efteem and 
reſpett. | 
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O alter long-eſtabliſhed laws, has 
in all ages and in all nations been 
deemed a matter of the utmoſt delicacy ; 
great inconveniences, has been ſeldom at- 
tempted. We ſhall find too, that correc- 
tory laws have moſt frequently been pro- 
ductive of more and greater inconvenien- 
ces, than the old laws which they were 
introduced to amend. 
It is no leſs true, that the wiſdom of 
the moſt famous lawgivers never has been 
able to frame a law abſolutely perfect. 
Human nature is unequal to ſuch a taſk. 
The paſſions, the purſuits, the intereſts of 
mankind, are in themſelves ſo wonder- 
"Wo fally 
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fully complicated, and ſubject to the in- 
fluence of ſuch numberleſs accidents, that 
to deviſe reſtraints for all their irregulari- 
ties ſurpaſſes the limited powers of the 
human mind. 
_ Inſtead, therefore, of a vain attempt at 
a perfection beyond the reach of man, the 
object of wiſe legiſlation ſeems always to 
have been, to form ſtatutes ſo to 
the general fituation of the ſubject, that 
their advantages on the whole might pre- 
Hence, in all ſtates, ſome individuals, 
tereſt, not by the general intereſt of rhe 
community, will think themſelves ag- 
grieved by laws the wiſeſtandthemoſt be- 
neficial ; and, under the preſſure of ſome 
preſent hardſhip, thoſe who fancy them- 
ſelves hurt, will naturally become impa- 
tient of the particular inſtitution from 
which the hardſhip reſults, and wiſh it to 
be new-modelled fo as to remove their 
_ 
I have been led into this train of reflec- 
dion 


CPS 3 


tion by a peruſal of the bill introduced 
laſt Seſſion of Parliament into the Houſe 
of Commons, to alter the laws which ar 
prefent regulate the election of the North- 
Britiſh members to that Houſe. 

This bill evidently ſprings from the 
principle juſt deſcribed. | 

The election- law of North Britain has 
gradually advanced to the point at which 
it now ſtands, under the direction of the 
ſureſt guide, Experience, through times 
and circumſtances when general expe- 
diency was in this matter the only obje&t 
in view. Bur ſtill it is not perfect. At has, 


mental principles, and in the mean time 
- Ar length, our ſyſtem of government 
having rendered the right of election 
much more valuable than it was ancient- 
ly, every perſon cagerly aſpires at its ac- 
large eſtates mentioned in the bill have 
availed themſelves of circumſtances which 

they 


ward the reſtraining bill now to be confi- 
dered. 

Of all branches of the law of every 
country, that which touches the choice 
of the legiſlators is unqueſtionably by far 
the moſt important; and the peculiar 
nature of the Britiſh conſtitution, renders 
it ſaperlatively intereſting. In this iſland, 
indeed, it may be juſtly confidered as the 
main pillar by which the ſtate is fup- 
ported. 

This being ſo, I will venture to lay it 
down as an uncontrovertible propofition, 
that any innovation in the law by which 
the choice of our repreſentatives in Par- 
hament is governed, is the moſt delicate 
buſineſs that can at any time engage the 
attention of our legiſlature. 

The precedent alone is of the moſt dan 

gerous 
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gerous conſequence. For as ideal refine- 
ment is without all bounds, one altera- 
tion may introduce another; and whirher 
we might be carried at laſt, imagination 
can hardly conceive. Of elective, our re- 


This beanch, en of curtir may 
not improperly be denominated the Holy of 
Holes in our conſtitution, always to be 
and never to be meddled with unleſs on 
the moſt obvious and urgent neceſſity. 
This, accordingly, is the light in which 
laws of repreſentation and election. Al- 
though, by the unavoidable changes pro- 
duced in a long ſeries of years, many ſtri- 
king defects are at preſent viſible in theſe 
laws, yet they have wiſely avoided any 
alteration ; choofing rather to ſubmit to 
attempt at their removal, to open a way 
to greater inconveniences which cannot 
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a precedent which in other hands might 
poles. , 

Hence the inequality of repreſentation, 
by continuing to ſome old corporations, 
now dwindled away to infignificant vil- 
lages, the privilege of ſending members 
to Parliament, while other places, now 
grown from inconfiderable villages to 
large townſhips, ſend no members at all, 
borough and county repreſentation, ap- 
pear to the Britiſh legiſlature inconve- 
niences of ſmaller moment than thoſe - 
novation in the ſacred law of election. 
— Tins in bo (uber; Can (he Ul bn eqns 


dent, is of the higheſt importance to the 
whole. It cannot fail, therefore, to at- 


tract the particular notice of every meme 

NATE. | 

The original motive for this bill, what- 
ever 
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ever ſupport it may have derived from 
ſecondary conſiderationa, may be diſtinctly 
traced to the prineiple mentioned above; 
namely, the ambition of the ſmaller free- 
holders to engroſ the whole political 
power in their reſpective counties. Every 
clauſe of the bill breathes this ſpirit: and 
though an unprejudiced reader may think 
it neither juſt nor reaſonable, nor indeed 
natural it is for a freeholder of the ſmall- 
eſt property to defire to be, ſo far at leaſt, 
on an equality with the proprietor of the 
largeſt eſtate in his county. 

The language of theſe petty freeholders 
correſponds with their principles. If a 
proprietor of a large eſtate ſhall attempt, 
by a lawful exerciſe of his property, to 
widen the circle of repreſentation, we hear 
them all in one voice exclaiming againſt 
ſelves to ſuſtain from the meaſure, and 
abuſing the acquirers of ſuch freehold 
tion of Nominal and Fiffitionus Freeholders. 
B This 
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This opinion is fo univerſally and fo 
claſs, and is ſo powerfully enforced by the 
bill in queſtion, that to affirm it to be al- 
together founded in miſapprehenfion will 
appear 2 very extraordinary and a very 
raſh propoſition. If, however, they will 
but indulge me with a patient hearing for 
a few minutes, I do not deſpair of con- 
vincing thoſe who are open to conviction, 
that the propoſition is true; and that the 
law of Scotland, by authorifing this mul- 
tiplication of frecholds, is perfectly con- 
fiſtent with equity, as well as with the ſpi- 
rit of the Britiſh conſtitution. : 

I muſt premiſe, that in North Britain 
rights of freehold are not conſtituted by 
property. This will ſound ſtrangely; bur 
It is not the leſs true. A man may be a 


L. 10,000-a-year, and yet may not be qua- 
hfied to be a frecholder. 
P 
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Property and ſuperiority are things per- 
fectly diſtin; and have been ſo from the 


in 6A, Oe aide of Getter wenn. 
ciently not only the moſt noble (as lawyers 
ſpeak), but even the moſt profitable of the 
two. This is well known to thoſe who 


underſtand the feudal ſyſtem: but to thoſe 


who underſtand it not, an intelligible ex- 
planation would be greatly too prolix. 
The fact is indiſputable. In the preſent 
ſtate of things, I will not defend the pro- 
priety of this diſtinAtion ; on tho contrary, 
if this bill had aimed at a total abolition 
of it, I ſhould ſo far have thought it a 

B 2 


\ I 


( 14 ) 


good bill. But of this more after- 
wards. 

Bur even as our law now ſtands, which 
may be viewed in another light, better 
adapted to the language and to the ideas 


of the preſent times, and at the ſame time 


perfectly agreeable to this legal diſtinc- 
tion. Our freeholders are fuch, not as ac- 
tual proprietors, but as repreſentatives of 
property: They are, in a more particular 
ſenſe, what the members, whom they elect, 
are in a more general ſenſe, namely, re- 
preſentatives of their reſpective counties. 
In this light, a freeholder on a right of 
fuperiority without property, and a free- 
holder on a right of ſuperiority with pro- 
perty, are exactly on the ſame footing ; 
namely, repreſentatives of fo much pro- 
Perty. 
Freeholders, therefore, on bare rights of 
faperiority, are improperly abufed by the 
odious name of Nominal and Fictitious, 
valuable, and often more valuable than 


that 
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that of the leſſer freeholders who take the 
liberty ſo to ſtigmatize them: And thoſe 
gentlemen who, from an implicit faith in 


ed them with the repreſentation of their 
property, have not only ated agreeably to 
law, but in perfect conſiſtency with equi- 
ty, and with the ſpirit of our conftitu- 
tion. 


Conſidered in regard to equity, is it not 
right chat the proprietors of large eſtates, 
mentioned in the- bill, whoſe property 1s 
equal, perhaps, to ten times the amount 
of your's, and who of courſe contribute 
ten times as much as you do to all the 
taxes impoſed for the ſupport of the ſtate, 
ſhould, if poſſible, enjoy ten times your 
influence in the impoſition and diſpoſal of 
theſe taxes? 
Or, conſidered with reſpect to the ſpirit 
of the conſtitution, is it not highly proper 
to widen the circle of repreſentation by 
every legal means? and is not this com- 


mendably and effeQually performed, by 
conſtituting twenty repreſentatives of a 
. : Pro- 
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oned 

In anſwer to this reaſoning, it is not 
unuſual to hear the promoters of the bill 
argue thus: © To us gentlemen of ſmall 
« eſtates, our property is as precious as 
* their larger property is to the great 
9 landholders; and therefore, as our ALL 
« ig at ſtake as well as theirs, we are as 
« deeply intereſted as they in the choice 


will hardly conceive how it can be rea- 
ſonable or juſt, that one who contributes 
to a fund only L. 5, ſhould have as much 
power in che management of that fund, 
as one who contributes to it L. 100. And 
he will think it rather a hardſhip on the 
latter, that he can by no other means re- 


medy 


ing himſelf a flave to the paſſions and 

whims of others. | 
But they who argue in this manner, 
may be confuted by their own reaſon- 
If all perſons, whatever may be the ex- 
tent of their property, are equally inte- 
reſted in the ſupport of the conſtitution, 
and the impoſition and difpoſal of taxes, 
then the freeholders, againſt whom you 
exclaim, are juſt as much intereſted as 
you are ; 2 ALL is at SINE WU 
as yours. 
But I will go a ſtep farcher, and take 
the liberty to put you in mind, that, ac- 
cording to your reaſoning, every tenant, 
every tradeſman, in ſhort every inhabi- 
tant, is on an equal footing with you in 
this matter: their ſmall gains of L. 10 a- 
year are as precious to them, as your e- 
ſtates of L. 200 or L. 300 year are to 
| pro- 
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property and theirs, is not ſo great as that 

berween your L. 200 and my L. 10,000. 
Io fum up this branch of the argu- 
ment, it ſeems to be clear, that the preſent 
election-law of Scotland, as it enables 
| Proprietors of large eſtates to eſſect a more 
complete repreſentation of their property, 
and by that means to create an influence 
proportioned to that property, is juſt. 
1 


dently agreeable to the ſpirit of the Bri- 
uiſh conſtitution. Therefore, whether we 
think that repreſentation ſhould be mea- 
fared by property, or by capita, the e- 
lection-law of Scotland, as it now ſtands, 
1s equally favourable to both. 

As the law, however excellent on the 
whole, is defeQtive in ſome particulars, 
and as an amendment was judged neceſ- 
ſary, the public had every reaſon to ex- 
pect, that a bill on ſo momentous a ſub- 


ject would have been framed with the 
. moſt 
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moſt comprehenſive views, and with the 
moſt perfect conſiſtency through all its 
parts. In my humble apprehenſion, it 
is of a very different completion. The 
bill is evidently a probibitory ſtatute againſt 
proprietors of large gates, whom itdeprives 
yd e 
their property. 

And it is a penal ſtatute againſt a nu- 
merous body of freeholders, whom it for- 
feits, without any fault by them com- 
- mitted, of one of the nobleſt rights of 
the authority of the eſtabliſhed law of 
their country, and at a great expence. 

What ſhould we think of an act decla- 
ratory of felony, by which thouſands 
muſt be hanged for acting on principles 
of law approved by lawyers, enforced by 
confided in by every ſubject of the ſtate? 
And yet, laying hanging out of the que- 
ſtion, the bill under confideration is pretty 
nearly of this nature: For it not only pro- 
hibits the acquiring of ſuch rights of free- . 
: C hold 


cur where, cough the tide "of 'ohe che 
tors be aboliſhed, the right of the elefcd 
will remain ; thoſe members, who, by the 
ſupport of the forfeited frecholdera, pre- 
vailed at the late elections, being left in 
poſſeſſion of their ſeats. The foundation 
1s taken away, aud yet the ſuperſtraQure 
Again, we ſee the bill in one place con- 
riority holden in wadſet or liferent, bo- 
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intereft in the lands as ought to entitle them 
to wote in the election of a member of par- 
hament. 
ving of freeholders on rights of ſuperiority 
holden in fee-fimple, or under a grant to 
the freeholder and the heirs-male or heirs- 
general of his body; and of frecholders 
on rights of ſuperiority, holden under 
deeds of entail. 
The framers of the bill will permit me 
to aſk them, What beneficial mtereft in the 
lands theſe laſt-mentioned freeholders poſ- 
ſeſs, which the firſt- mentioned do not poſ- 
ſeſs? And, till they anſwer this queſtion 
ſatiafactorily, they will forgive me for 
regarding theſe two clauſes as perfeatly 
inconkſtent with each other. But, paſ- 
ſing by theſe prohibitions, penalties, and 
inconſiſtencies, what one good purpoſe do 
the promoters of the bill mean to attain 
by it pany cnn germ, T revily can Gif- 
COVET NONE. | 
— — me cm” 
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ſon to ſuſpect, that, under the ſtale pre- 
tence of a reformation of abuſes, two ob- 


jects are aimed at, neither of which is ei- 
cher juſt or commendable? 

To ſacrifice the legal, proper, and con- 
ſtitutional influence of proprietors of large 
— in: favour of proprietors of ſmall 
cltates; 

And to prepare a harveſt for the gen- 
tlemen of the long robe by the exception 
abovementioned, of freeholds on ſuperio- 

For were the bill to paſs in a law, the 
go that influence to which their property 
D 

their ſaperioritics in fee - ſimple. If they 
prefer this laſt reſolution, the lawyers who 
new-modelling of the freehold qualifica- 
tions that ſhould be overturned by the ball, 
the endleſs confuſion that muſt thence 
ariſe in the land-rights of North Britain, 


( 23 ) 
and the litigation which that confuſion 
But as no human inſtitution is perfect, 
ſo the election-law of Scotland, though in 
ſome defects, and thoſe conſiderable de- 
fects too. Theſe defects are fo obvious, 
that I am much farpriſed how they could 
have eſcaped the penetration of the fra- 
mers of the bill; and if they have occur- 
red to them, it is extraordinary that they 


ſhould have been ſo entirely diſregarded. 
For in every caſe of this nature wherein a 


reformation is projected, we ſhould, as far 
as poſſible, make it a thorough reforma- 
tion. 
7 The firſt of the principal defects which, | 
as matters now ftand, occurs in the elec- 
nion-law of North Britain, has been hint- 
ed above. Ir is its veſting the right of 
election in feperiors inſtead of actual pro- 
prietors; on a repreſentation of property, in- 
. 
It is true, that this defect is only: fele 
3 
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e e el con- 
ſent. It is likewiſe true, that, according to 
the reaſoning of the promoters of the bill 
as ſtated above, the defect is of no mate- 
having his all at ſtake as well as the ac- 
tual proprietor, will be as eireumſpect in 
the exerciſe of his right of election as rhe 
proprietor himſelf would be. 
But, for my own part, I think the de- 
felt of very great conſequence, and that 
it ought by all means to be. removed: 
And it appears to me very fingular, that 
the framers of the bill, when condemn- 
ing frecholds on wadſet and liferent ſu- 
perionnes, did not perceive the propriety 
of rejecting all frechold-ſuperiors with- 
aut diſtinction; for, in point of benefi- 
col. anareſt_in the lands, all forts of Tu- 
periors are clearly alike. wy 
e 
| would defeat the —— object for 


which 
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which I have been all along contending; 
namely, the preſerving to proprietors of 
large eſtates an influence in election pro- 
or, to expreſs my meaning more abſtractly 
and generally, fo preſerve to property its due 

The anſwer tothis leads me to mention the 
ſecond defect which appears to me to ſub- 
ſiſt in our election- law, namely, the forms 
of conſtituting our freehold qualifications. 
Theſe are ſo nice and fo involved, that 
they are attended with great trouble and 
tion. Of this, all our courts, as well ſu- 
preme as ſubordinate, have had the moſt 


proprietor have in his own perſon a num- 


ber of votes proportioned to the valua- 
tion of his lands. If his property be va- 
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lued at L. 400, let him have one vote; if 
at L. 800, two votes; if at L. 1200, three 
votes; and fo forth. 

' The laſt defect I ſhall take notice of, is 
the great amount of property requiſite at 


preſent to. confer a freehold qualification 
in North Britain. Art an average, I be- 


leve, it would be found to be no leſs 
than L. 130 of yearly rent. This certain- 
ly is too much. Compared with the rule 
in South Britain, it is alrogether extrava- 
gant. And as the independence of elec- 
tion, as has been before obſerved, is beſt 


On the whole, ir ſeems very clear to 
me, that the bill under confideration is 
not only highly dangerous as a prece- 
dent, but that, in its preſent form, it is 
partial, defective, and inconfiſtent. If, 
however, the legiſlature ſhall be diſpoſed 
to meddlewith this moſt important branch 

"of 
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of our law, it ſeems to be worthy legiſla- 
tive wiſdom to reform it thoroughly. 
For this purpoſe, it is moſt humbly ſub- 
mitted to the great wiſdom of Parliament, 
Whether it would not be right, : 
, To ſtrike off freeholders on ſupe- 
riorities of every kind, and to veſt the 
right of election in actual proprietors 
alone : = 
2dly, To allow to every proprietor a num- 
ber of votes proportioned to his proper- 
ty; and, 
24 and lafth, To confer a freehold 
qualification on an amount of property 
very much ſmaller than that which at 
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WW HEREAS the right of voting in the election of 

members to ſerve in parliament for the ſeveral 
ſhires and ſtewartries within Scotland, given, by an 
act of the parliament of Scotland made in the year 
1631, intitled, A concerning the eleftion of cammiſſion- 
ers fer ſbires, to proper wadſetters and liferenters of 
lands holden of the King or Prince, and of the extent 
and valuation ſpecified in the ſaid act, has of late 
years been much abuſed, by proprictors of large 
eſtates ſeparating the property from the ſuperiority 
parts whick give a qualification to vote, and convey- 
ing ſuperiorities to others in wadſet and liferent, 
merely of purpoſe to intitle the perſons to whom they 
convey the ſuperiocities, to be inrolled as freehold- 
ers, and to vote in the-eleftion of the commilſioners 
to ſerve in parliament for the counties and Rewar- 
perſons having any fuch beneficial intereſt in the 
lands as ought to intitle them to vote in the election 
of a member of parliament; by which means, votes 
have been unduly multiplied, contrary to the ſpirit 
and intendment of the laws now in being, for regu- 
lating the elections of members to ſerve for the Com- 
ions in parliament for that part of Great Britain 
called Scotland : 
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And whereas that ſpecies of land- rĩght called in Scot- 
land a proper wadſet, has for many years been in diſ- 
uſe, 6xcept for the purpoſe of unduly multiplying 
votes : 

For remedy whereef, be it enafied, That ſo much of 
the aforeſaid act of the parliament of Scotland, as 
gives a right of voting to proper wadſetters, and has 
been conſtrued to intitle a liferefter of the ſuperio- 
rity of lads to vote in the cleQtion of members of 
parkament, ſhall from the _ 
the ſame is hereby repealed. 

And be it enatied, That from and after the faid 

no perſon ſhall have right to be in- 
rolled. in the roll of freebolders of any ſhire or ſtew- 
artry, or to vote in the election of a member to ſerve 
in parliament for Scotland, upon the title of a proper 
wadſet of lands, or upon the title of a liferent-right 
of the ſuperiority of lands. | 

Hud bs it further enaBted, That in all caſes where the 
ſuperiorities of lands are conveyed in liferent, the 
right of voting ſhalF remain with, and be only com- 
petent toy the ſiar. 
of their wives, oe hide bo-tho county tÞ > Wihkant 
of the jority of the lands which give a frechold- 
qualification, thall be intitled to be inrolled in the 
roll of frecholders, and to vote in the election of a 
member of parliament, in the fame manner az was 
competent to them before the making of this act, 
any thing in the preſent act to the contrary notwith- 
ſtanding. bong |; 


And 
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And whereas it is neceſſary, for preſerving equali- 
ty, and ſupporting freedom and independency in elec- 
tion, and for the more eſſectually carrying the good 
intentions of this act into execution, that all perſons 
who have been inrolied in the roll of freeholders of 
any county or ſtewartry in Scotland, and ſtand there- 
on upon the title of a proper wadſet of lands, or upon 
the title of a liferent-right to the ſuperiority of lands 

ing the liferents of huſbands by the courteſy), 
ſhall be turned off the faid rol, and a mode prefcri- 
bed for doing thereof; be it therefore enafted, That it 
ſhall be lawful for any freeholders, ſtanding upon the 
roll of freebolders of any county or ſtewartry in Scot- 
land, to object to the title of ſuch perſons Riding 
upon the roll as have been -inrolled as wadfſetters of 
lands, - or as liferenters of the ſuperiority of lands, 
(excepting the liferents of huſbands by the courteſy) 
and for that purpoſe to apply, at any time before the 
which ſhall be in the 
year of our Lord by ſummary complaint, to 
the court of ſeſlion z who ſhall grant a warrant for 
ſummoning ſuch perſons, upon thirty days notice, to 
anſwer, and ſhall proceed in a ſummary manner to 
hear and determine upon ſuch complaints; and, upon 
finding the title of the perſon complained of to be 
ſuch as is declared inſufficient by this act, ſhall order 
him to be ſtruck off the roll. 


not complained of, ſhall thereafter be ſtruck off or 
: lest 
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left out of the roll, excepting upon a fuſſicient objec- 
tion arifing from the alteration of that right or title 
in reſpe of which he was inrolled, fuſtzined by the 
other freeholders ſtanding upon the ſaid roll. 
| And be it furthet enafted, That no perſon hereafter 
ſhall be intitled to be inrolled in the roll of freehold- 
ers of any county or ſtewartry, or to vote in the elet- 
tion of a member of parliament, upon a right of fu- 
periority of lands, unleſs he bold fuch fuperiority in 
fee-fimple, or under a grant to him and the heirs- 
male or beirs- general of his body. 
Provided always, That all perfons having right to 
the ſupcriorities of lands by deeds of entail which 
bear late prior to the commencement of this act, 
ſhall be intitled to be inrolled, and to vote in the 
election of a member of parliament; in the ſame 
And be it further mad, That every freebolder of 
any county or ſtewartry in Scotland, who ſhall, at any 
meeting for the election of a member to ſerve in par- 
Lament, chain a vote in the cleftion of prefes or 
clerk of the meeting, or in the adjuſting the roll of 
freeholders, or in the election of a member to ſerve 
for any county or ſtewartry, ſhall, upon requeſt of 
any freeholder upon the roll of freeholders, in place 
of the oath appointed to be taken by an aft made in 
+ the jth year of his late Majeſty Geo. II. intitled, A off 
Jer the better regulating the elamtian of members to ru 
in the Houſe of Commons for that part of Great Britain 
called Scotland, and for incapacitating the judges of 


the court of ſeſſion, the court of juſticiary, and barons of 
the 


. 

the court of exchequer in Scotland, to be elefied, or to fit 
or vote as members of the Houſe of Commons, before he 
proceed to vote in the choice of preſes or clerk, or in 
any queſtion concerning the adjuſtment of the roll of 
electora, or in the election of a member to ſerve for 
the county or ſtewartry, take and ſubſcribe, upon a 
roll of parchment, to be provided and kept by the 
ſheriF or ſteward clerk for that purpoſe, the oath - 
following ; which the commiſſioner for the county 
laſt elected, or, in his abſence, the ſheriff or Rtew- 
ard's clerk, before the electing of a preſes, and the 
powered reſpeCtively to adminifter : (that is to ſay), 
« I, F B, do, in the preſence of God, declare and 
ſwear, That the lands and eſtate of for which 
I and upon the roll of freeholders of this county or 
ſtewartry, and claim to vote in the election of a member 
of parliament for the county or ſtewartry, are aftu- 
ally in my poſſeſſion, and do really and truly belong 
to me, and are my own proper eſtate, and not con- 
veyed to me in truſt, or for or on behalf of any other 
perſon whatever ; and that neither I, nor any perſon 
to my knowledge, in my name, nor on my account, 
or by my allowance, have given, or intend to give, 
any promiſe, obligation, bond, backbond, or any other 
ſecurity whatſoever, for my diſpoing or conveying the 
faid lands and eſtate to any perſon whatſoever, or for 
making the rents, profits, or caſualties thereof, to 
come or accrue to the uſe or benefit of any other per- 
ſon whatſoever ; and that I have executed no convey. 
ance, or done no act or deed whatſoever, direftly or 
indi- 
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indireQtly,' inconfiſtent with my right and titles to 
the ſaid. lands and eſtate for which I ſtand upon the 
roll of frecholders in this county or ſtewartry ; and 
that my titles to the ſaid lands and eſtate are not no- 
minal or fiftitious in any way whatſoever, but that 
the faid lands and eſtate, and every part thereof, are 
a true and real eſtate in me, for my own uſe and be- 
nefit, and for the uſe and benefit of no other perſon 
whatſoever z and that all this is truth, as I ſhall an- 
ſwer to God.” | 
And be it further enafied, That every freeholder in- 
rolled in any roll of frecholders of any country or 
ſtewartry as a liferenter of lands, ſhall, before voting 
in the election of preſes or clerk, or in any queſtion 
concerning the adjuſtment of the roll of electors, or 
in the election of a member to ſerve for the county 
or ſtewartry, beſides the oath before directed, like- 
wiſe take the following oath, upon the requeſt of 
— upon the roll of freeholders; (that is 
to * 

« That the lands and eſtate of 
for which I ſtand upon the roll of freebolders in this 
county or ſtewartry as liferenter, is a true and real 
liferent-cſtate in me; and that no leaſe, bond, con- 
tract, or other agreement, has been executed or 
made by me, or by any perſon to my knowledge, di- 
rely or indirectly, on purpoſe to leſſen or deprive 
me of all or any part of the profits of my ſaid eſtate, 
and to make the fame come or accrue to the uſe or 
benefit of the fiar of the ſaid lands and eſtate, or 


48) 


tene fn paciament in ep bende frond ths facet: 
ing of election, ſhall produce to the Lord High Stew- 
ard, or other perſon or perſons before vom he ĩd to 
ſwear, for informing him or them whether ore ot 
both of the aforeſaid oaths ass th Ve'adminiftcred, 4 
cenificate under the hand and ſeal of 'the ſhetiff or 
ſteward tlerk of the chunty or ſtewurtry for which 
be is returned member, made upon oath before the 
ſheriff or ſteward depute of the laid county or ffew- 
artry, (and which oath the ſheriff and ſteward depute 
are hereby empowered and required to adminiſter), 
certifying the nature of his title fot which he ſtands 
on 154 voll of freebulders ; and if any member to 
terve in parliament, ſo clefied; ſhall negleR to pro- 
duce ſuch certificate, or ſhall negiceRt ar refoſe to 
take one or both of the cathy befoferecited, as the 
- dd - crc on tera ooo 
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